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able artists. From hence you go through a long passage
to the hall of ambassadors, which is magnificently de-
corated with innumerable varieties of mosaics, and the
mottos of all the kings of Granada. This long, narrow
antechamber opens into the communa on the left hand,
and on the right into the great audience-hall in the
tower of Comares, a noble apartment, thirty-six feet
square, thirty-six high up to the cornice, and eighteen
from thence to the centre of the cupola. The walls on
three sides are fifteen feet thick, on the other nine; the
lower range of windows thirteen feet high. The whole
hall is inlaid with mosaic of many colours, disposed in
intricate knots, stars, and other figures. In every part
are repeated certain Arabic sentences, the principal of
which are the following:
*" The counsel of God and a speedy increase, and give
joy to true believers/1
'"Praise to God, and to His vicegerent Nazar,1 who
gave this empire, and to our king Abouabdoulah, to
whom be peace, elevation, and glory."
*" There is no God but God,"
*" Valour, success, and duration to our king Abulha-
ghagh, king of the Moors; God guide his state and
elevate his power!"
'" Praise be to God, for I enliven this dwelling of princes
with my beauty and with my crown, I strike firm root;
I have fountains of purest water, and handsome apart-
ments; my inhabitants are lords of mighty puissance,
May God, who guides His people, protect me, for I
attend to the sayings of the holy! I am thus adorned
by the hand and liberality of Abulhaghagh, who is a
bright moon that casts forth his light over the face of
heaven."
1 Nazar is an appellation of eminence, and supposed to mean the famous
Emirmoumelin Jacob Almanzar.